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2024 Volunteer of the Year Nomination Form

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION:

The Volunteer Recognition awards are presented annually to outstanding individuals who have gone above
and beyond in giving to the Whittier community. Nominees devote their time, talent, and expertise on a
volunteer non-paid basis to local non-pro t organizations. Whittier is known for its strong volunteer ethic,
and to date, more than 200 volunteers have been honored. They include representatives from non-pro t
social service agencies, youth groups, schools, service clubs, and business volunteer groups.

ELIGIBILITY FOR VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION NOMINEES:

Please note: Volunteer service hours must have been performed in the City of Whittier during 2024.
Volunteers do not need to be city residents. Religious, fraternal, city employees, city commissioners, and
other professional groups providing services only to their members are not eligible for nomination. Past
recipients are eligible this year.

HOW TO NOMINATE:

To nominate that special person(s) in your organization, you just need to complete the Award Nomination
form below. Please include a description of the volunteer’s service and its impact on the organization, and
the community at large. Submissions may include photographs, video les (no longer than two minutes),
scrapbooks, or brochures of the organization. The submission of photographs and video les are highly
encouraged. Submissions will not be returned. A PDF or video led can be sent if the survey link cannot be
accessed.

Applications are due:
Thursday, December 12, 2024, by 5:00 PM to gonzalezr@cityofwhittier.org

* Indicates required question

1.

2.

3.

Submitting Agency Name *

Agency Address *

Mailing Address (include attention to) *

4 of 6

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1JmT2eMWUA3773ctd3daY 1Rd5CkwG9zx60U94t-JY62I/edit
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4. Contact Name *
5. Contact Phone Number *

6. Contact Email Address *

7. Nominee Name *

8. Contact Phone Number *

9. Contact Email Address *

10. Name of agency Nominee supported in 2024 *
11.  Nominee Job Title (if applicable)

12. Total number of hours served as a volunteer for this agency in 2024 *

50f 6
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13. Frequency of service in 2024 *

Mark only one oval.

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Ad hoc

Other:

14. Overall length of time they have served their agency *

Mark only one oval.

0-1 year

2-5 years

6-10 years

11-15 years

15-20 years

20+ years

15. Describe the reasons for nominating this individual *

16. If you would like to submit more information about the nominee or the agency please attach a
PDF

Files submitted:

17. If you would like to submit a video file to support this application please attach a file

Files submitted:

6 of 6
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Agenda Report

Social Services Commission

October 7, 2025

To: Social Services Commission

From: Virginia Santana, Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services
Subject: 2025-2026 Whittier Scholarship Program-Sponsored by Athens

RECOMMENDATION

Review and recommend criteria for the 2025-2026 Whittier Scholarship Program.

BACKGROUND

On September 26, 2017, the City Council approved solid waste collection and recycling
franchise agreements with Athens Services, including the Scholarship Program provision.
As of October 1, 2025, Athens Services is the sole trasher hauler provider in Whittier.
Under this program, five (5) scholarships of $500 each are offered to college-bound
students living in the Athens Services area. The City Council assigned this program to
the Social Services Commission to evaluate and select the annual recipients.

DISCUSSION

The Commission will review the program criteria and recommend changes for the FY
2025-2026 Whittier Scholarship Program.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this report.

STRATEGIC PLANNING GOAL

Goal 3: Maintain & Enhance Quality of Life

ATTACHMENTS

A. Previous Call for Submissions
B. Essay Questions

Agenda Item No. 5.D.
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ATTACHMENT A

Athens Servieess DRAFT
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
High Scheoel Seniors in Whittier

HOW TO ENTER:

e Submit application with one short essay
responding to the essay prompt

e Must live within Whittier city limits

e Follow MLA Formatting

e Share a photo of yourself!

ESSAY PROMPT: (LAST YEARS PROMPT)

Everyone produces some waste, but you don’t have to
be a “super consumer.” One way to help the issue is to
think about the goods, services, and activities you buy or
support. In what ways do they contribute to the solid
waste problem? How could you purchase and dispose
of items in other ways that would generate less trash?

2\

APPLICATION DEADLINE

by 5:00 PM to .

pks@cityofwhittier.org

000
000
000

00

Multiple winners will be selectd!

Be sure to visit WhittierPRCS.com for full submission guidelines &
award details or call (562) 567-9400.

. (N
2 of 3 \ Athens
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ATTACHMENT B

Trash Haulers Scholarship Program Essay Prompts

Waste, and how we choose to handle it, affects our local City, including the air,
water, land, plants, and man-made things. Waste management is so important
because...?

Discarding waste in unsafe ways and in non-approved places can endanger our
local environment. Discuss how residents can become more responsible for what
we throw away and the impact this waste may have on our local environment.

Recycling saves natural resources, contributes to improved air and water quality,
and reduces the need for landfill expansion. Describe a strong and successful
residential recycling program to “save” landfill space, which discusses ways to
recycle, reduce, and reuse our residential waste.

What could you do to voice your opinion about solid waste issues in your
community?

What is the most important issue facing the environment today?

Who do you think is more responsible for pollution, individuals or the government?
Explain.

Is recycling truly beneficial for the environment?
Is recycling the best management option? What other options are there?

Write an influential letter to the City Council asking them to take an action to reduce
the CO2 emissions and residential waste in the city. Discuss what actions you want
the Council to take and reasons why those actions are important.

How would you balance the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, through
SB1383, with the desire to help residents and businesses that are already suffering
financially?

Research recycling programs in Japan, Germany, and the United States and
compare and contrast what differences are used in their respective recycling
programs. Which country do you think is most successful at recycling and why?
Apply your findings to Whittier.

3of3
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